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November is National Epilepsy Awareness Month

Epilepsy Foundation Eastern Pennsylvania turning Pennsylvania Purple For Epilepsy
November 3rd, 2015, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – Every four minutes, someone in America is diagnosed with epilepsy or a seizure disorder. It’s the fourth most common neurological disorder, after migraine, stroke and Alzheimer’s disease. During National Epilepsy Awareness Month, the Epilepsy Foundation Eastern PA (EFEPA) renews its commitment to serving individuals impacted by epilepsy through public education, support and advocacy. We join our nearly 40 affiliates and the Epilepsy Foundaiton of America to create a global community that is accepting and safe for those who suffer from seizures. 
“Although 1 in 26 Americans will have epilepsy at some point in their lifetime and 1 in 3 individuals knows someone living with the disorder many people have serious misconceptions about epilepsy and how to provide the right kind of aid,” said Allison McCartin, EFEPA President and CEO. “November is our month to stress the importance of epilepsy education and shed light on the challenges faced by the nearly 3 million people impacted by seizures in our nation.” 

To celebrate the month, the EFEPA is excited to launch the first ever Pop-up Party for Epilepsy on November 22nd, 2015 at Dilworth Park in Center City, Philadelphia. With already 175 people registered to attend, the group will be turning Center City purple for epilepsy. The EFEPA will be hosting games like corn hole, bocce, and giant Jenga, as well as providing ice-skating at Rothman Rink. Food will be catered by Garces Catering. Plus, guests will be able to check out the Made in Philadelphia Holiday Market hosted by the Center City District. It’s free to attend: rsvp at http://efepa.ticketleap.com/epilepsypopup/. 
Likewise the EFEPA is educating the area with SEPTA Regional Rail posters and Bus Shelter ads downtown. Additionally, the city of Philadelphia is joining the campaign by lighting up purple throughout November. Participating buildings include the Cira Center, Benjamin Franklin Bridge, One & Two Liberty Place, the Philadelphia Police Headquarters, the Peco Building, and the iconic Boathouse Row. Likewise the EFEPA is participating as a charity partner in the Philadelphia Marathon, Half-Marathon and Rothman 8K. Runners on the team are racing to raise awareness and funds that support research into new treatments, educational programs and research. 

When a person has two or more unprovoked seizures, they are considered to have epilepsy. A seizure is an abnormal electrical discharge in the brain. Seizures can be caused by head injuries, lack of oxygen at birth, brain tumors and other health conditions. This year, another 150,000 people in our country will be diagnosed with epilepsy. To date, there is no known cure.

###

The Epilepsy Foundation Eastern Pennsylvania is the only organization in the area that addresses the non-medical issues and needs of those with epilepsy/seizure disorder through education, support and advocacy.  The late Charley Roach of Prudential, Fox, Roach Realtors, was instrumental in founding the organization in 1972 to provide local resources and information about this misunderstood neurological disorder.











